Fundamentals of Biology I: BSC 1010C
Valencia Community College, East Campus 
Spring 2014 CRN 26191 Hybrid Class 

 Lab: Meets Monday 1-3:45am in 8-219, Lecture: Online through Blackboard
What is a Hybrid Class? In our case, a hybrid class is where the lecture portion of the class is taught online and the lab portion of the class is taught face-to-face on campus.

Are Online Courses For You?: If you are self-disciplined, an independent learner, motivated, excited to learn, and willing to work in an online classroom.  If not, please take this course entirely face-to-face. Please see my “Is this class right for me?” document under the syllabus tab. 

INSTRUCTOR  
Dr. Candace Cravaritis, Ph.D., MPH
· Face-to-face Office Hours: Room 1-120; Monday and Wednesday 4-6:30pm (Also by appointment)

· Online Office Hours: Blackboard Email; Monday 11:30am-12:30pm, Tuesday 9-10am, Wednesday 11:30am-12:30pm, Thursday 9-10am, and Friday 1-2pm.

Email:  Blackboard email preferred.  Atlas email also available: ccravaritis@valenciacollege.edu     
Phone: 407-582-2131
COURSE OBJECTIVES

Introduction to fundamental biological principles emphasizing common attributes of all living organisms. Unifying concepts include chemical structure of living matter, structure and function of the cell, specialized cells, major metabolic functions, control systems, reproduction, genetics, evolution and ecology. This course fulfills the necessary prerequisite for advanced biology courses.  Prerequisites to take BSC1010C: Satisfactory completion of all mandated courses in reading, mathematics, English, and English for Academic Purposes.

STUDENT LEARNING OBJECTIVES

· Students will describe the fundamental characteristics of living organisms.
· Students will describe the fundamentals of molecular structure and molecule functions in living organisms.
· Students will describe the fundamentals of structure, function, and evolution of eukaryote and prokaryote cells.
· Students will describe the integrative structure and function of cells in the structure and function of eukaryote organisms.
· Students will describe the fundamentals of the molecular and cellular basis of metabolism and relationships to ecology and evolution.
· Students will describe the fundamentals of asexual and sexual reproduction at the cellular and organismal level and the genetic and evolutionary significance.
·  Students will describe genes and the fundamentals of the processes and patterns of inheritance in eukaryote organisms.
· Students will describe or model the fundamentals of eukaryote molecular genetics to include: structure and function of DNA, RNA, and ribosomes pertaining to the expression of our genes into polypeptide phenotypes.
IMPORTANT: Blackboard will be used for the course. You should be proficient in using a computer and Blackboard (if you do not know how to use Blackboard you need to contact the Valencia WEBCT/Blackboard Help Desk by calling 407-582-5600).  You should have readily accessible and reliable access to the Internet.  Please log in to Blackboard and click on the “Student Resources” tab underneath the Resources heading on the pull down menu to the left of the screen.  Once in Student Resources, click on “Getting Started Online” to check all the computer requirements and browser compatibility to begin this course.  Be sure to do this before taking the syllabus quiz.
For successful completion of this course it is imperative to refer to the course schedule in the syllabus, login to Blackboard every day, check your Blackboard email regularly, refer to your class schedule at the end of this syllabus, and communicate with the instructor periodically via email, phone or in person during office hours if necessary.  Please read my document “Is this class right for me?” under the Syllabus tab before taking your Syllabus quiz.  This document will give you an indication if you are suited to taking this class in the hybrid format.  You must read all assigned chapters/sections in your textbook; complete the course assignments, quizzes, and exams on time and attend your lab period every week.  You must view the Learning Modules in Blackboard, which include links to PowerPoint presentations, assignments, quizzes, discussion boards and additional readings and/or resources.  NO LATE WORK IS ACCEPTED IN THIS COURSE.
REQUIRED MATERIALS 

1. Biology, 3rd Edition (2014), Brooker et al., (ebook: ISBN-13 9780077705640) or bound paper textbook with ConnectPlus. 
2. Lab Manual: Fundamentals of Biology 1 Lab Manual, 3rd Edition (2013)., Chu, F. and Cravaritis, C. ONLY AVAILABLE AT THE EAST CAMPUS BOOKSTORE.
Students can log in one week before the start of the semester from the McGraw-Hill connect website using the purchased code or log in on the first day of the semester through Blackboard. If you are not sure whether you want to use an e-book or a bound textbook, I suggest that you go to the publisher’s website for a free trial (see directions below). The free trial version is a full version that allows you to do assignments and read the book for up to 3 weeks. If you like the e-book after using the free trial for a few weeks, you can then purchase the access code online with the publisher. If you find that a bound paper copy of the textbook is better for you, you can purchase the book (Volume 1) and the Connect online code from the Valencia college bookstore. 
The publisher’s website: http://connect.mcgraw-hill.com

To log in before the start of the semester (not through Blackboard) or for the free trial:

a. Type in the publisher’s website address (above)

b. Go to the “Students” tab on the top

c. Select “Get started”. You will be able to input your purchased code or select “Free Trial” from here. 

In order to access to your Connect course materials before you have access to Blackboard you can enter through the following URL: 
http://connect.mcgraw-hill.com/class/c_cravaritis_crn_26193
ATTENDANCE
You are required to attend the lab section of this course – in person – every week.  Lab Quizzes will be due each week before lab begins so even if you do not come to lab you can do them AS LONG AS they are submitted BEFORE the due date.   You are also required to be on time to lab.  If you are more than 15 minutes late, you will be assigned a “tardy.”  Two tardies will equal one absence.  If you miss more than one lab, or are tardy more than twice, without a documented medical excuse/emergency, then you will automatically be withdrawn from the class.  If you do not show up for the first lab, and do not log in to Blackboard within the first week and take the syllabus quiz, then you will be automatically withdrawn from the class as a no-show. Per Valencia Policy 4-07 (Academic Progress, Course Attendance and Grades, and Withdrawals), you will be billed for the class and a “W” will appear on your transcript for the course. After the first week of class, if you stop logging in to Blackboard, I will not withdraw you.  You will only be withdrawn by missing more than one lab class without documentation of medical excuse or emergency. The deadline for withdrawing from this class with a grade of “W” is Friday, March 21st, 2013.   AFTER March 21st, A STUDENT IS NOT PERMITTED TO WITHDRAW.  Any student who withdraws or is withdrawn from a class during a third or subsequent attempt in the same course will be assigned a grade of “F.”  For a complete policy and procedure overview on Valencia Policy 6Hx28:4-07, please go to: http://valenciacollege.edu/generalcounsel/policydetail.cfm?RecordID=75 .
GRADING
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Lecture Assignments (4, 25pts each)
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Introduction Discussion Post
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Lab Practical 
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Lab Quizzes (10 labs, 10pts each; drop lowest)
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Lab Graphs
(4 sets of graphs, see Lab Schedule for point value)
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TOTAL POINTS








          1075
**The Final Exam is your 4th lecture exam.  It is not a cumulative exam but just the last module exam.  Failure to complete this exam, or any other coursework, will result in a zero for that grade and your final grade will be calculated using the total number of points above.
LEARNING MODULES
All content for the course is divided into 4 Learning Modules.  A Learning Module contains a particular number of chapters of content that we will cover from the textbook.  Be sure to make note of the sections within the chapter that are covered as noted in your Class Schedule at the end of the syllabus since not all sections of every chapter are necessarily covered in this class.  

The Learning Modules can be found by clicking on the “Content” Tab under the Course Materials heading.  Each Learning Module will come available no later than the week before the content is to be covered as detailed in the Class Schedule. Narrated PowerPoint presentations will be located within a link on your Blackboard site called “Connect.”  This is a publisher link where all your lectures will be located and easy to download.  Quizzes and assignments that will be due related to the chapters within that Learning Module.  You will either need PowerPoint on your computer to download the slides for printing OR, you can visit the Microsoft blog below to download the 2010 PowerPoint viewer (which is free) to be able to print the lectures. http://blogs.office.com/b/microsoft-powerpoint/archive/2010/05/13/powerpoint-viewer-available-for-download.aspx
QUIZZES
All quizzes will be given online.  Each quiz is open book, open note and you will have unlimited time to take the quiz.  HOWEVER, you will only be given one attempt.  The first time you launch a quiz, it will require that you complete it or the computer will only grade what you have finished when you log out.  THEREFORE, be sure to allow ample time to take your quiz in one sitting.  If you experience any technical difficulties while you are taking your quizzes and accidentally get logged out, you MUST email or call me BEFORE the quiz expires to be granted reentry to that quiz.  Each quiz will consist of 10 questions (multiple choice and true/false questions).  Quizzes cannot be made up unless you have a documented medical excuse (see missed exam policy below).  Your lowest quiz grade will be dropped at the end of the semester. 
You will have a lecture quiz after we have completed a full chapter of information (at the end of most weeks) EXCEPT when the last chapter for the Module is followed by a unit Exam.  If the chapter is followed by a unit Exam then there will be no quiz on that Chapter.  For example, if a Module covers 2 chapters of material, then there will only be one quiz covering the first chapter.  Lecture quizzes must be completed by the specified SUNDAY posted in the Class Schedule.  Lecture quizzes will be located in the appropriate Learning Module under the “Content” Tab of Blackboard.  A zero will be given for any quizzes not submitted.

ASSIGNMENTS

You will be assigned three different types of assignments this semester.  
1. LearnSmart Prep Biology 

This is a one-time assignment that is mandatory and is assigned to help you refresh or learn some fundamental material before the semester is in full swing.  Additionally, the assignment is intended to give you an idea of the level of work that will be required of you throughout the semester.  You will be withdrawn if you do not complete this assignment to at least 90%.   If you decide this assignment is too difficult and you are not ready for the level of work required for this class, then you can withdraw by 1/14/2014, the Drop/Refund deadline, to receive a full refund.  
2. LearnSmart Chapter Homework  
LearnSmart is a study tool that is accessed with your ebook code to ConnectPlus. Each chapter has a corresponding LearnSmart assignment which is worth 10 points.  You will be given your score based on percent completion – not how many questions you get correct.  
Logging in to LearnSmart through Connect for the first time

To get started, click the first Connect assignment in your Blackboard course.  You'll be prompted to either login with an existing Connect account username and password, or to create a new account.  Then enter your access code, purchase access online or begin a free trial period.  Once you've completed your selection, you'll arrive at the start of your first Connect assignment. You should always start and finish your LearnSmart assignments using a regular computer – NOT a portable device.  Using smartphones or other portable devices can be a cause for why your grades do not show up in Blackboard so you do so at your own risk.
Best practices to ensure that your work is recorded in Connect:
· Start the assignment by clicking on the assignment link FROM Blackboard (otherwise you won’t get a grade). Assignment status should change to In Progress. 

· Keep studying with LearnSmart to achieve 100% via the assignment using a reliable internet connection. Avoid using your cell phone or tablets (i.e. ipad or kindle) to do your assignment.

· Use the latest Firefox browser for both Blackboard and Connect assignments.

· Finish the assignment via the Blackboard link before the assignment due date. Assignment status should change to completed if 100% has been achieved. 

When there is a problem with your Connect assignment grades or problem logging on (i.e. LearnSmart and Chapter Quizzes), you need to contact the Customer Experience Group (CXG) at 1-800-331-5094. You should always get a case number so they can help you resolve technical issues. 
3. Module Lecture Assignment
There are 4 Lecture assignments, one for each module.  The assignment does not cover all the material in the Learning Module but usually is designed to help you understand or assimilate more difficult information from that Learning Module.  The Module Assignment will be due ONLINE according to the dates listed on the Class Schedule at the end of the syllabus.  Some of these assignments will require that you have access to a scanner to scan your handwritten work – plan accordingly!! Assignments can be found within each Learning Module under the “Content” Tab.  Late assignments will NOT be accepted.  A zero will be given for any assignment not submitted.
EXAMS
Exams will be scheduled at the end of each Learning Module as listed on the Class Schedule at the end of this syllabus.  Each exam will cover the chapters of material covered within that particular Learning Module.  The exams are NOT open book or open note.  The exams will NOT be online but, instead, you will need to take your exam in the Testing Center on the East Campus at any point during a 3 day period (Monday – Wednesday) listed on the Class Schedule.  You are to take the exam no later than 8pm on the specified Wednesday.  The testing center closes at 10pm so, since I am giving you 2 hours to take the exam, they will not give you the exam if you come even one minute later than 8pm.  You only have 1 attempt for each Module Exam.  You will be required to have a Valencia College ID to check in at the testing center.  Each exam will have between 40-50 questions (multiple choice, matching, true/false and short answer).  
The Lab Practical is the only exam you will be given in the lab.  Details of the nature of the lab practical will be discussed in lab.  

Make-up exams, quizzes and/or the lab practical are not routinely given. Permission to make up missed exams, quizzes or the lab practical will be given only for documented medical/family/personal reason(s), and will be reviewed on a case by case basis. Initial requests for a make-up must be made within 48 hours of the scheduled test. Written documentation for missing the exam or lab practical is required (doctor’s note, accident report, etc).  
If you receive less than a 70% on the first exam, you are required to visit me during my office hours (or another time convenient for us both) by a date posted online after the exam. You will be required to come to my office with your LearnSmart reports (I will explain how to access these in class) printed out so we can discuss your problem spots and solutions to help.  This meeting is mandatory and designed to offer you help as soon as possible.  If you do not have your meeting by the date listed below, you will not be given Exam 2.
EXTRA CREDIT
I will add extra questions (valuing from 3-6 points) to every module exam that serve as extra credit.  Therefore, every exam will have over 100 points worth of questions (or over 150 points worth of question on the lab practical).  Your exam score will always be out of 100 (or 150 on the lab practical) and the extra points on those questions will automatically be incorporated.  For example, if you got a 102 on the Module 1 exam, it would be 102/100 and recorded so in Blackboard.  It is possible that you may score an 85 (extra credit question points are already included) and then you would have a 85/100.  No other forms of extra credit will be awarded throughout the semester.
STUDENT CONDUCT
You are advised to read and understand Valencia’s policies concerning student conduct. You are expected to conduct yourself in a manner that is respectful of others and conducive to learning.  Cheating of any form, including plagiarism, will not be tolerated, and carries the risk of failing the course and expulsion from the college in accordance with college policy. Unless otherwise stated, you are expected to complete assignments independently. 
When coming to lab, turn off all cell phones and pagers before entering. Text messaging or using any electronic equipment for a non-class related issue during lab is not allowed.  Usage of any electronics during lab, unless given permission, will regarded as a “tardy”. Two tardies will equal one absence.  If a cell phone is needed for an emergency situation, inform me before class.  
COURSE PREPARATION  
Remember you are taking a hybrid biology course, which means you need to spend quality time per week preparing for the course on your own.  You are advised to prepare for the course in a minimum of 10 hours per week by reading the course textbook, viewing the PowerPoint presentations, completing quizzes, assignments, and communicating with the instructor.  The quiz and exam questions will mainly come from the PowerPoint presentations, class notes, previous quizzes in addition to some questions from the LearnSmart assignments.
DO NOT WAIT UNTIL THE LAST MINUTE TO TURN IN ASSIGNMENTS, START QUIZZES OR TO COME IN TO TAKE YOUR EXAMS!  Unforeseen technical difficulties may impede your ability to turn in an assignment or take an exam – plan accordingly.  Remember, you are only allowed to miss a quiz or exam with a documented medical/emergency excuse.
STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES
If you qualify for academic accommodations, you must provide a letter from the Office for Students with Disabilities (OSD) and discuss specific needs with me, preferably during the first week of class. The Office of Students with Disabilities determines accommodations based on appropriate documentation of disabilities.

(EAST CAMPUS – Room 5-216F, Ext. 2564)

DISCLAIMER  
Changes may be made at the discretion of the instructor.  This syllabus is a contract between the student and the instructor.  By attending this course, the student agrees to and accepts the terms and conditions of this contract.  It is the responsibility of the student to carefully read this syllabus/contract, and to adhere to all policies and procedures within.
VALENCIA COMMUNITY COLLEGE CORE COMPETENCIES
The faculty at Valencia Community College has recognized four Core Competencies, which express the learning outcomes for a Valencia graduate. These are:

1. Think

2. Value

3. Communicate

4. Act

In this course, online lectures, discussions, assignments, and feedback will help you to develop mastery of these core competencies. For additional information about the Core Competencies please visit:

                                           http://valencia.cc.fl.us/competencies
CLASS SCHEDULE
	Date: 
	Lecture/Assignment and Exam Schedule

	WEEK 1

January 6th – January 12th  
	· READ AND ASK ANY QUESTIONS OF CLARIFICATION TO THE INSTRUCTOR REGARDING YOUR COURSE SYLLABUS DURING YOUR LAB PERIOD or ONLINE

· Read: “Is this class right for me?” on Blackboard
· Syllabus Quiz: Due  Wednesday, 1/8 by 11:59pm
· Introduction Discussion Post due 1/10 by 11:59pm

· LearnSmart Prep Due Sunday, 1/12 by 11:59pm

	WEEK 2
January 13th – 19th 
DROP Deadline for class refund Tuesday, 1/14/14 by 11:59pm
	· Read Chapter 1: An Introduction to Biology 
· View narrated Chapter 1 PowerPoint Presentation in Connect
· LearnSmart Chapter 1 Assignment: Due Friday, 1/17 by 11:59pm
· Chapter 1 Quiz: Due Sunday, 1/19 by 11:59pm

	January 20th 
	MLK DAY HOLIDAY!!!

	WEEK 3
January 21st – 26th  

 
	· Read Chapter 2: The Chemical Basis of Life I

· View narrated Chapter 2 PowerPoint Presentation in Connect
· LearnSmart Chapter 2 Assignment: Due Friday, 1/24 by 11:59pm
· Chapter 2 Quiz: Due 1/26 by 11:59pm 
· Lecture Assignment #1 (located in Learning Module 1): Due ONLINE on Monday, 1/27 by 11:59pm.

	WEEK 4
January 27th  –  February 2nd   

PLEASE NOTE: EXAM #1
	· Read Chapter 3: The Chemical Basis of Life II 
· View narrated Chapter 3 PowerPoint Presentation in Connect
· LearnSmart Chapter 3 Assignment: Due Friday, 1/31 by 11:59pm
· ***EXAM #1: CHAPTERS 1 – 3 (February 3rd  – 5th by 8:00pm in Testing Center – East Campus)

	WEEK 5
February 3rd  – 9th  


	· Read Chapter 4: General Features of Cells 
· View narrated Chapter 4 PowerPoint Presentation in Connect
· LearnSmart Chapter 4 Assignment: Due Friday, 2/7 by 11:59pm
· Chapter 4 Quiz: Due 2/9 by 11:59pm 

	WEEK 6
February 10th  –16th 


	· Read Chapter 5: Membrane Structure, Structure, and Transport (Sections 5.1, 5.2, 5.4-5.6 ONLY)

· View narrated Chapter 5 PowerPoint Presentation in Connect
· LearnSmart Chapter 5 Assignment: Due Friday, 2/14 by 11:59pm
· Chapter 5 Quiz: Due 2/16 by 11:59pm
· Lecture Assignment #2: Due ONLINE Monday, 2/17 by 11:59pm.

	WEEK 7
February 17th – 23rd  


	· Read Chapter 6: Energy, Enzymes and Metabolism (Sections 6.1-6.3 ONLY)

· View narrated Chapter 6 PowerPoint Presentation in Connect
· LearnSmart Chapter 6 Assignment: Due Friday, 2/21 by 11:59pm

	WEEK 8
February 24th – March 2nd 

PLEASE NOTE: EXAM #2
	· Read Chapter 7: Cellular Respiration and Fermentation
· View narrated Chapter 7 PowerPoint Presentation in Connect
· LearnSmart Chapter 7 Assignment: Due Friday, 2/28 by 11:59pm
· Chapter 7 Quiz: Due 3/2 by 11:59pm 
· ***EXAM #2: CHAPTERS 4- 6 (February 24th  – 26th by 8:00pm in Testing Center – East Campus)

	March 3rd – 9th 
	SPRING BREAK

	WEEK 9
March 10th –16th 

	· Read Chapter 8: Photosynthesis (Sections 8.1, 8.2, 8.4 ONLY)
· View narrated Chapter 8 PowerPoint Presentation in Connect
· Read Chapter 10: Multicellularity (Sections 10.1 -10.3)
· View narrated Chapter 10 PowerPoint Presentation in Connect
· LearnSmart Chapter 8 Assignment: Due Friday, 3/14 by 11:59pm **
· LearnSmart Chapter 10 Assignment: Due Friday, 3/14 by 11:59pm **
· Chapter 8 Quiz: Due 3/16 by 11:59pm

· Chapter 10 Quiz: Due 3/16 by 11:59pm

· Lecture Assignment #3: Due ONLINE, Monday 3/17 by 11:59pm

(**THESE TWO ASSIGNMENTS WILL BE WORTH 10 POINTS TOTAL TOGETHER)

	WEEK 10
March 17th -23rd 
	· Read Chapter 11: Nucleic Acid Structure, DNA Replication (Sections 11.2-11.4)

· View narrated Chapter 11 PowerPoint Presentation in Connect
· LearnSmart Chapter 11 Assignment: Due Friday, 3/21 by 11:59pm

	WEEK 11
March 24th – 30th 


	· Read Chapter 12: Gene Expression at the Molecular Level
· View narrated Chapter 12 PowerPoint Presentation in Connect
· LearnSmart Chapter 12 Assignment: Due Friday, 3/28 by 11:59pm 

· Chapter 12 Quiz: Due 3/30 at 11:59pm

	WEEK 12

March 31st  – April 6th 

PLEASE NOTE: EXAM #3
	· Read Chapter 14: Mutation (Section 14.1-3)

· View narrated Chapter 14 PowerPoint Presentation in Connect
· LearnSmart Chapter 14 Assignment: Due Friday, 4/4 by 11:59pm
· Chapter 14 Quiz: Due by 4/6 by 11:59pm
***EXAM #3: CHAPTERS 7,8, 10, 11(March 31st  -April 2nd   by 8:00pm in Testing Center – East Campus)

	WEEK 13
April 7th – 13th  
	· Read Chapter 15: The Eukaryotic Cell Cycle, Mitosis and Meiosis

· View narrated Chapter 15 PowerPoint Presentation in Connect
· LearnSmart Chapter 15 Assignment: Due Friday, 4/11 by 11:59pm 

· Chapter 15 Quiz: Due 4/13 by 11:59pm

	WEEK 14
April 14th  – 20th 
	· Read Chapter 16: Simple Patterns of Inheritance (Sections 16.1, 16.2, 16.4, 16.5)
· View narrated Chapter 16 PowerPoint Presentation in Connect
· LearnSmart Chapter 16 Assignment: Due Friday, 4/18 by 11:59pm 

· Lecture Assignment #4: Due ONLINE Friday, 4/18 at 11:59pm.

	April 21st  – 23rd  
	· EXAM 4: CHAPTERS 12, 14-16  by 8:00pm in Testing Center – East Campus)


